
Like many of its southern European neighbors, Italy has struggled to find 
the right approach toward immigration. In the 1980s Italy turned from a 
country of emigrants — providing a large number of immigrants to the 
United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries — to a net 
receiver of immigrants.

Immigration in Naples



The territorial distribution of 
immigrants in Italy.

Until a few years ago, migrants were concentrated mainly in 
the North, because of more job opportunities, while the South 

represented only a land of passage.

Campania from a transit area has become a permanent 
residence for about sixty thousand foreigners (ISTAT 2000).
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A bit of history

The first stable migration flows in 
the city of Naples started at the 
end of the seventies; migrants 

were mostly Eritreans and North 
Africans, mainly women looking 
for employment as housemaids. 



In those years there was 
also a seasonal 

migration of young 
North-African men 
employed in street 

trading. Even today the 
Moroccan, Senegalese, 
Tunisian and Algerian 
communities are the 

most numerous ones in 
the Campania region.



With the mediation of the 
Church many domestic 
workers came also from 

the Philippines, Cape 
Verde, Sri Lanka and 

Central Africa, as well as 
college students who 

were employed in 
seasonal jobs related to 

agriculture activities.



In this phase there is a 
substantial inattention by 
Government for what concerns 
both the employment status 
and the integration in the local 
reality. The reference for 
immigrants in these years are 
the parishes and Apicolf (Italian 
Professional Association 
Domestic Workers). 



In the nineties, the law 39 of 1990, known as Martelli
Law, represents a turning point.
It introduces:
- right to citizenship as a really enjoyable right; the 
immigrant enrolled on the placement can indeed work 
with the same rights as Italian workers
- access to healthcare becomes automatic from the 
moment the immigrant obtains a residence permit
.- reception centers are set up
- flow programming begins
- National , regional and provincial councils on 
immigration are established
- funds for immigration policies  are granted.

Martelli Law



Albanian immigrants have arrived illegally in the Naples 
area in two waves: with a ship on 7 March 1991 and 
later in 1993 obtaining political asylum and residence 
permit.



"Lamerica" is any place in the imagination 
that ensures well-being, wealth and 

dignity.

But the emigrant’s 
expectations are too often 

disappointed.



Emigration is an experience in itself traumatic

The immigrant has to face a radical change: 
the categories of the native culture do not adapt to 
the new context and the continuity of identifiers 
bonds is lost. 

So those who emigrate have to face a double 
absence: the absence of the world that has been left 
and the absence of the world in which they live.



The settlement of the Roma community dates back from 
about 40 years ago; it includes various ethnic groups, 
including alternating moments of peaceful coexistence with 
conflicts explosions.



Chinese immigration always takes place with the entire family 
unit. The massive presence in the municipality of Naples in 
recent years is estimated at about 7,000 units.
Children regularly attend school and in their free time they work 
collaborating with the commercial activities of the family.

The business in Naples of the “made in China” is more than 
flourishing. There are 120 stores  throughout the city and 4 
shopping centers managed by the Chinese community.



Asylum and Refugee Requests

It was only in 1990 with the passage 
of the Martelli Law that Italy 
expanded its protection of refugees to 
include those arriving from beyond 
Europe. The Martelli Law also set out 
the basic rules for asylum admissions 
and processing in the country.



It introduced serious sanctions  towards irregular 
migrant citizens who can be excluded as well.

The main innovations of the law were the following:
-Expulsions bringing them back to the border
-Residence permit linked to an actual work
-Increased penalties for traffickers in human beings
-Amnesty for domestic workers, assistants to elderly, sick 
and disabled, workers with employment contract of at 
least one year
-Use of Navy ships to counter smuggling.

The Law of 30 July 2002, no. 189, better 
known as the Bossi-Fini law



Today, immigration poses several 
challenges to Italy. Its southern 
border has made it an easy target 
for undocumented immigrants. 
Regional conflict has fueled an 
increase in those seeking work 
and asylum in Italy and, from 
there, other countries. 



An estimated 1 million asylum seekers and migrants arrived at 
EU borders without prior authorization in 2015, according to 
Frontex. 
This unprecedented influx is more than six times the number 

of detected crossings in 2014.
Nearly 60 percent of these crossings took place along one of 

the three Mediterranean sea and land routes, with the rest 
occurring mainly over land routes through the Western 
Balkans or along the European Union’s eastern borders.

2015: A Record Year



2015. Main Unauthorized Border Crossing Routes into the European Union



Central Mediterranean Route
The central Mediterranean route begins in North Africa 
and ends in Italy or Malta. People using this route 
largely come from Africa, increasingly sub-Saharan 
Africa, although growing numbers have also come from 
Syria in recent years. They primarily depart from Libya, 
with smaller numbers leaving from Egypt and Tunisia. 
Unlike the western and eastern routes, all borders 
along this corridor are sea borders.
The central Mediterranean route, which proved less 
popular than the eastern Mediterranean route in 2008-
10, surged after the Arab Spring in 2011 only to slip to 
second place in 2012 before becoming the most 
popular Mediterranean route in 2013 and 2014.



As the central Mediterranean route has the longest 
stretch of sea, it is the most dangerous of the 
pathways to Europe. Nearly 3,200 migrants died in 
the central Mediterranean in 2014 and 2,900 the 
year after, as the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) estimates. Weather conditions are 
worst in winter months, often leading migration to 
follow a seasonal pattern. Due to the hazards of the 
journey, most of the border-control activities along 
this route have become, de facto, aimed at search 
and rescue.
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