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Lesson plan / Latin 

Classroom immersion, 8/11/2017 

 

Escaping from war and searching for a new home  

– a story from the Greco-Roman mythology 

 

TASK: The students have to organize a play according to the b. m. story. They have to paint 

posters and find suitable props for the performance. 

In Greco-Roman mythology Aeneas was a Trojan hero, the son of the prince Anchises and 

the goddess Venus (Aphrodite).  

The Aeneid explains that Aeneas is one of the few Trojans who were not killed or enslaved 
when Troy fell. Aeneas, after being commanded by the gods to flee, tried to find a new 
home.  

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 1: Aeneas fleeing burning Troy - with his father Anchises, his son Ascanius Iulus and 
his wife Kreusa, who dies helping her little son to survive. (https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeneas: 

(Federico Barocci 1598) 

Picture 2: Aeneas with his father Anchises and his son Ascanius. Bernini´s first important 
statue (https://100swallows.wordpress.com/2008/09/07/carrying-his-dad-piggybackberninis-first-important-statue/) 

After a brief but fierce storm Aeneas and his fleet made landfall at Carthage after six years of 
wanderings. Aeneas had an affair with the Carthaginian queen Dido, who proposed that the 
Trojans settle in her land. 
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Picture 3: Dido and Aeneas in love. 
Roman fresco found in Pompeii.  
(https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeneas) 

 

 

 

 

However, the messenger god Mercury was sent by Jupiter and Venus to remind Aeneas of 
his journey and his purpose, compelling him to leave secretly. When Dido learned of this she 
committed suicide. 

After the sojourn in Carthage, the Trojans returned to Sicily where Aeneas organized funeral 
games to honor his father, who had died a year before. The company traveled on and landed 
on the western coast of Italy.  

Latinus, king of the Latins, welcomed Aeneas's army of exiled Trojans and let them 
reorganize their lives in Latium. His daughter Lavinia had been promised to Turnus, king of 
the Rutuli, but Latinus received a prophecy that Lavinia would be betrothed to one from 
another land — namely, Aeneas.  

Latinus heeded the prophecy, and Turnus consequently declared war on Aeneas at the 
urging of Juno. Turnus was killed and in the end Aeneas became the first true hero of Rome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4: Aeneas defeats Turnus, by Luca Giordano, 1634–1705. (https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeneas) 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercury_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jupiter_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Funeral_games_(antiquity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Funeral_games_(antiquity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latinus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavinia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turnus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutuli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turnus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luca_Giordano
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeneas

