


JOURNEYS OF 

HOPE:

Educational pathways to social 
inclusion and tolerance



Filmography about Immigrants and 
Refugees

As recent global headlines attest, we’re in the middle of a 
global refugee crisis. Right now, there are some 60 million 

people displaced from their homes. Also a lot of people 
legally immigrate to other counties, due to economical 

crisis in their own countries.  

So its natural that many films and documentaries have 
been produced about the immigrants,  refugee and asylum 

seeker experience. 

These kinds of films, from comedies to dramas, and also 
documentaries, can inspire us to learn more about the 

issue and provoke us to take some real action.



The Immigrant (1917)

• Director: Charlie Chaplin

• Charlie is an immigrant who 
endures a challenging voyage 
and gets into trouble as soon 
as he arrives in America.

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000122?ref_=tt_ov_dr


Casablanca (1942)

• Director: Michael Curtiz

• One of the greatest Hollywood films 
and a portrait of life in wartime, 
especially for those fleeing Nazi 
occupation. The “tortuous, 
roundabout trail of refugees” 
culminates in the film’s stylized 
Morocco; some can afford exit visas 
from the black marketeers (who, of 
course, gather every night at Rick’s 
Café). ..“But the others wait in 
Casablanca… and wait… and wait.”

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B
kL9l7qovsE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkL9l7qovsE


AMERICA, AMERICA (1963) 

• Director : Elia Kazan

• Stavros Topouzoglou, ethnic Greek but 
Turkish by birth, dream of a better life in 
USA.  His parents send Stavros to 
Constantinople to help fund the carpet 
shop owned by his first cousin. Once in 
Constantinople, try after try, his efforts to 
buy a ticket for America were thwarted. 
But as he seemed close to achieving his 
dream, it seemed certain that it would 
snatched away from him. But an earlier 
good deed may have helped him ultimately 
achieve his goal of reaching the United 
States and a better life.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkqK
Hapqda4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkqKHapqda4


Black Girl (1966)

• "Black Girl," a film widely considered a 
pioneering work in African cinema. It 
follows the journey of Diouana, a 
Senegalese woman who moves to the 
south of France to work as a maid for 
a married couple. Repeatedly 
dehumanized by her boss, Diouana 
yearns to return to Senegal and 
questions the point of her move in the 
first place.

• https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=BoKAOfcQGgo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoKAOfcQGgo


GREEN CARD (1990)

• Director: Peter Weir

• A man wanting to stay in 
the USA enters into a 
marriage of convenience, 
but it turns into more than 
that.

• https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=JkB9NBoHrLw

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001837?ref_=tt_ov_dr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkB9NBoHrLw


Reise der Hoffnung (1990)
• Director:  Xavier Koller
• In a village in eastern Turkey, tales 

of the economic success of Turks in 
Switzerland inspire Haydar to 
convince his wife Meryem that they 
must go. He sells all their 
belongings. He wants to leave their 
seven children in the care of the 
eldest and his parents; his father 
advises him to take one son to be 
educated in Europe. The three set 
off for Istanbul, Milan, and 
Switzerland. At Lake Como, they pay 
the rest of their money to 
unprincipled men who abandon 
them at an Alpine pass before a 
blizzard. Father and son are 
separated from Meryem. Will 
anyone reach Switzerland?

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0002699?ref_=tt_ov_dr


La promesse (1996)

• Directors : Luc και Jean-Pierre 
Dardenne

• Roger uses his son Igor to 
ruthlessly traffic and exploit 
illegal aliens. When one of the 
aliens is killed, Igor is guilt-
ridden and wants to care for 
the dead man's family against 
his father's orders

• https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=OsOi17HJZ5k

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsOi17HJZ5k


Inch’ Allah Dimanche (2001)

• Director: Yamina Benguigui
• The story of an immigrant woman 

struggling against old world 
traditions. Zouina leaves her 
homeland with her three children 
to join her husband in France, 
where he's been living for the 
past ten years. In a land and 
culture foreign to her, Zouina 
struggles against her mother-in-
law's tyrannical hand and her 
husband's distrustful bitterness in 
an attempt to adjust to her life in 
exile.

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=OWaJpEs4sWg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWaJpEs4sWg


In This World (2002)
• Director: Michael Winterbottom

• The film follows the journey of 
two Afghan asylum seekers. 
Young Jamal and his older 
cousin Enayat attempt a 
treacherous overland odyssey 
from a Pakistani refugee camp 
to the promise of a better life in 
the UK in the hands of a 
network of people smugglers.

• Language: Pushtan | Persian | 
English | Turkish

• https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=iirGjM3T5QI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iirGjM3T5QI


DIRTY PRETTY THINGS (2002)

• Director: Stephen Frears
• Okwe is an illegal Nigerian immigrant 

leaving a hard life and struggling to survive 
in London. He works as a hotel 
receptionist in the night time and as he 
practices some medicine, during the day. 
Besides that he must constantly escape 
from Immigration officers. One day Okwe
discovers by chance an illegal scheme of 
surgeries being lead by Juan, his boss in 
the hotel. Juan q comes up with a 
tempting proposal: if Okwe accepts to 
perform illegal surgeries, he will make a 
lot of money and get legalized in the U.K. 
Can Okwe keep his moral values intact? 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TBT
hUuyHHw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TBThUuyHHw


The Visitor(2007) 
• Director: Tom McCarthy
• A lonely professor named Walter 

Vale, plods through a tedious 
lifestyle, until he has two 
houseguests: Tarek, a drummer from 
Syria, and his Senegalese girlfriend, 
Zainab. This reawakens something 
that was lost in Walter and he soon 
becomes friend with them. The 
musical talents of Tarek swiftly inject 
a new rhythm into the life of Walter, 
whose late wife was a pianist. When 
Tarek is falsely arrested and 
threatened with deportation, Walter 
commits himself to fight against the 
injustice. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
KY0FEt3mBog

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KY0FEt3mBog


For a moment Freedom (2008)
• Director:Arash T. Riahi 
• The film tells of the odyssey of three Iranians 

groups of refugees: a married couple with a 
child, two young men with two children, and 
two men who are friends despite the 
differences between them.

• They have all managed to escape from Iran 
and Iraq, but now they are stuck in the 
Turkish capital; although freedom is at last 
almost within their grasp, first they have to 
wait in a dubious hotel, hoping each day that 
their applications for asylum will be 
approved. This enforced break in their 
journey towards independence is 
characterised by both hope and utter 
uncertainty.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K19f-
JeRql8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K19f-JeRql8


Welcome 2009

• Director: Philippe Lioret
• Language: French | Kurdish | English | 

Turkish

• Bilal is 17 years old, a Kurdish boy 
from Iraq. He sets off on an 
adventure-filled journey across 
Europe. The film depicts the 
depressing real-life situation in 
Calais, where homeless refugees 
are dehumanized by police and 
citizens can actually be arrested 
and imprisoned for hosting or 
comforting them.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=t40ANH4Pe14

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t40ANH4Pe14


ILLEGAL (2010)
• Director: Olivier Masset-Depasse

• Tania is a young Russian woman 
who lives illegally in Belgium 
with her 13-year-old son Ivan. 
Constantly on her guard, she 
dreads police checks until the 
day she is arrested. Mother and 
son are separated and Tania is 
placed in a detention center. She 
will do anything to be reunited 
with her son but won't manage 
to avoid threats of deportation. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xf4ZiU
uf_40



La pirogue (2012)

• Director: Moussa Touré
• Language: French | Wolof | Spanish

• A reluctant fisherman is hired to 
take a ragtag group of desperate 
souls to a new life in Spain across 
the North Atlantic in a nerve-
wracking small and ill-equipped 
boat (the pirogue of the title). As 
the captain and his passengers 
face danger and diminishing hope 
on the high seas, it’s impossible 
not to feel for the thousands who 
attempt such odysseys in real life 
every year.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=lwB0-YGivtc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwB0-YGivtc


LA JAULA DE ORO (the golden dream) 
(2013)

• Director: Diego Quemada-Díez
• Language: Spanish | Tzotzil

Juan, Sara and Samuel, three 
teenagers from Guatemala, attempt 
to cross the border to America in 
search of a better life. During their 
trip, meet Chuck, an Indian, who does 
not speak Spanish. All together, 
traveling on train’s ceilings, walking 
on railroad tracks with the hope to 
live a better future. Soon, however, 
they will have to be confronted with 
the harsh reality of the present. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
mBN686I-Hcw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBN686I-Hcw


The Immigrant (2013)

• Director: James Gray

• Ewa, a Polish immigrant separated 
from her sister upon her arrival at Ellis 
Island, is swooped up by Bruno, a stage 
impresario in the business of helping 
out damsels in distress. Bruno 
manages to convince Ewa to become a 
part of his show, but even when she 
resorts to prostitution, Ewa remains 
headstrong, steadfast in her religion 
and committed to reuniting with her 
sister. "The Immigrant" impressively 
manages to evoke a lost past at the 
same time as it illustrates the 
subjugation of foreigners through the 
haunting journey of Ewa.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e
eXtjrHLbTc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeXtjrHLbTc


The Land Between (2014)

• Director: David Fedele
• Language: English | French

• The film documents the everyday 
life of Sub-Saharan African 
migrants trapped in limbo, as well 
as the extreme violence and 
constant mistreatment they face 
from both the Moroccan and 
Spanish authorities. It also 
explores the ultimate universal 
question: how and why people 
are prepared to risk everything, 
including their life, in search of a 
new and better life.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=Vf4N_lHOWEA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vf4N_lHOWEA


«Samba» (2014)

• Directors:
Olivier Nakache, Eric Toledano

• Samba migrated to France ten 
years ago from Senegal, and has 
since been plugging away at 
various lowly jobs. Alice is a senior 
executive who has recently 
undergone a burn-out. Both 
struggle to get out of their dead-
end lives. Samba's willing to do 
whatever it takes to get working 
papers, while Alice tries to get her 
life back on track until fate draws 
them together.

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=-tqzwbjy0WQ

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0619923?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0865918?ref_=tt_ov_dr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tqzwbjy0WQ


GREEK MOVIES



From the snow (1993)

• Director: Sotiris 
Goritsas

• This film follows a few 
men from Albania as 
they travel to Greece 
looking for a better 
life in Athens.

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0330984?ref_=tt_ov_dr


Eternity and a Day (1998)

• Director: Theo Angelopoulos

• Language: Greek, English, Italian

• A famous author (Alexander), 
reaching the end of his life, 
encounters a young Albanian 
refugee boy who is one of the 
thousands of ‘illegal immigrants’ 
from Eastern Europe coming 
into Greece. Alexander begins a 
quest to return the boy home.

• https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=7aaq9cfNkZw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aaq9cfNkZw


A Touch of Spice (2003)

• Director : Tasos Boulmetis  
• A young Greek boy (Fanis)is growing 

up in Istanbul, whose grandfather, a 
culinary philosopher and 
mentor,teaches him that both food 
and life require a little salt to give 
them flavor; they both require... A 
Touch of Spice. Fanis grows up to 
become an excellent cook and uses his 
cooking skills to spice up the lives of 
those around him. 35 years later he 
leaves Athens and travels back to his 
birthplace of Istanbul to reunite with 
his grandfather and his first love; he 
travels back only to realize that he 
forgot to put a little bit of spice in his 
own life.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D
ioZyZQUDTY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DioZyZQUDTY


BRIDES  (2004) 

• Director: Pantelis Voulgaris

• Set in 1922, is the story of a 
mail order bride, one of 700, 
aboard the SS KING 
ALEXANDER, who falls in love 
with an American 
photographer. She is bound 
for her new husband, in New 
York; he is on his way home 
to a failed marriage.

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=XSLfRdziVuw

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0903837?ref_=tt_ov_dr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSLfRdziVuw


GREEK DOCUMENTARIES



Into the Fire: The hidden Victims of 
Austerity in Greece (2013)

• A hard hitting documentary 
which shows the plight of 
refugees and migrants in 
recession hit Athens. In 
times of severe austerity 
things look bleak for Greek 
people, but they’re far 
worse for those who have 
recently arrived. ..

• https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NMOnuD0SQJs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMOnuD0SQJs


4,1 MILES (2016)

• Director: Daphne 
Matziaraki

• A coast guard captain on a 
small Greek island is 
suddenly charged with 
saving thousands of 
refugees from drowning at 
sea.

• https://vimeo.com/193464
242

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm6471764?ref_=tt_ov_dr
https://vimeo.com/193464242
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